Three-Lavered Academic Reading Method

Read the text and use the following color-code system to help you gain a deeper understanding of the plot,
meaning, and literary devices used. At first, if necessary, reread shorter parts multiple times, focusing on one
layer at a time.

Layer 1: Surface Understanding (Blue highlights, blue pen, or write on a blue sticky note if you don’t
want to write in your book)
What you mark:

e Who is in the scene

e What important thing happens

e Where/when it takes place

e Any confusing points
How to annotate (examples):

e Circle character names when they appear for the first time.

o Put a blue star next to important events (“Scout meets Dill”).

e Write a 2-5 word summary in the margin:

o ‘“new character,” “
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school starts,” “fight,” “story about Boo,” “Atticus warns them.’
o Put a question mark next to anything confusing.

Why:

This layer makes sure you understand the basic plot so you don’t get lost later.

Layer 2: Interpretation & Meaning (Green highlights, green pen, or write on a green sticky note)
What you mark:
o Something interesting or suspicious
e A detail that hints at a theme
e Something repeated
e A moment that shows a character’s personality or values
How to annotate (examples):
o Highlight a sentence and write:
o “This shows Scout is innocent,”; “Prejudice shown here,”; “Fear of unknown — Boo
Radley,”; “Beginning of courage theme.”
e Draw a green box around repeated words/images (like mockingbirds, shadows, courthouse).
e When a character changes or shows a new side, write a note:
o “Jemis growing up,” ; “Atticus = moral centre.”

Why:
This layer helps you start thinking like an English student: noticing patterns, ideas, and themes.

Layer 3: Writer’s Craft (Red highlights, red pen, or write on a red sticky note)
What you mark:
e Strong or unusual word choices
o Literary devices (symbolism, irony, imagery, foreshadowing)
e Narrative voice (how Scout as narrator shapes the story)
e Anything where you think: “Why did the author write it this way?”
How to annotate (examples):
e Underline a phrase and write a technique:
o ‘“imagery,” “
e Write in the margin:
o “Scout’s child POV makes this funny/innocent,”
o “*Mockingbird’ = symbol of innocence,”
o “Foreshadowing — something bad will happen.’
o Put a red exclamation mark next to powerful lines.
Why:
This layer is what makes your reading analytical — the core of A-level Literature.
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metaphor,” “irony,” “symbol.”
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